30th June 2019
New 2019 IBD Standards launch
In June the new IBD Standards has been launched with the aim to improve how we care for people
with Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD) across the UK. These have been created by IBD UK, a
partnership of 17 patient and professional organisations, including BSPGHAN, the BSG, CICRA and
Crohn’s & Colitis UK.
The IBD Standards say what high-quality care should look like at every point of a patient’s journey –
from first symptoms, to diagnosis, treatment, and ongoing care, whatever their age and wherever
they live in the UK. They also set out how an IBD service should be organised and managed to deliver
this. Paediatric and adolescent care has been considered throughout.
Announced at the BSG annual conference, these 59 statements set out what good care and
treatment looks like for patients with IBD, with the aim that every IBD service in the UK will work to
meet these.
A new digital IBD Benchmarking Tool has been developed to help with this, so that services can
assess how they are doing against the IBD Standards and plan to improve. A new UK-wide IBD
Patient Survey will give people with IBD the opportunity to rate their experience of care, allowing
patient experience to support the development of a service. This will provide an opportunity to push
through real change, support with business cases and make the case for additional resources
needed.
Through this process, healthcare professionals and patients will be able to work together to improve
standards of care for everyone with IBD across the UK.
What your team needs to do to make the IBD Standards a successful reality:
•

Register for the IBD Benchmarking Tool – from now!

•

Promote the IBD Patient Survey in your service from 8th July

•

Incorporate the IBD Standards in your overall service design and work, and making
opportunities to discuss and raise awareness of the IBD Standards at meetings, events and
talks

To see the full list of IBD Standards, register for the IBD Benchmarking Tool and find more
information visit ibduk.org. For any queries, and to obtain flyers to promote the IBD Patient Survey,
email info@ibduk.org.
Yours sincerely,

Dr Rafeeq Muhammed
Chair of BSPGHAN IBD Working Group

