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1 | INTRODUCTION To understand the rigor of this undertaking, & is worth

briefly_summarizing the process. Two co<chairs, from
On June 24, 2023, the American Association for the  AASLD and EASL, together with 34 representatives from
Study of Liver Diseases (AASLD) and the European  several other large national societies and patent advocacy
Association for the Study of the Liver (EASL), in organizations formed a Steering Commitee. This group
collaboration with several major international hepatol-  was further subdivided into 6 topical working groups 10
ogy societies, announced a comprehensive new  devebp an ifial set of consensus statements. A
nomenclature system for atty” liver disease.’ Meta-  geographically and professionally diverse Delphi panel of
bolic_dystunction associated steatotic liver disease  more than 200 members was then nominated by several
(MASLD) is the new term introduced to designate pan-national societies, including members of AASLD,
excess hepaic steatosis seen in the context of  EASL, the Asian Paciic Associaion for the Study of the
metabolic dysregulation, a condition previously falling  Liver [APASL], Asociacion Latinoamerana para el
under the nomenclature of nonalcoholic fatty fiver  Estudio del Higado [ALEH), Taiwan Association for the
disease (NAFLD). This change emerged primarily from  Study of the Liver [TASL], and other gastroenterology,
growing dissatistaction with the prior terminology of  endocrindlogy, and pathology groups, as well as patient
NAFLD, particularly the stigmatizing terms of “non-  organizations. The range of expertise spanned from
alcoholic” and “fatty,” and the desire to emphasize clnical care to research (both clinical and non-cinical)
disease pathophysiology ~(metabolic dysfunction),  and included representatives from iver-related advocacy
rather than simply excluding other conditions (most and non-proft organizatons. In four sequential survey
notably increased alcohol intake) which may in fact  rounds (Ri-R4), the panelists indiicually, and without
share overlapping bilogical processes in some  knowledge of other’s responses, indicated their individual
patients. level of consensus (ie., degree of agreement or dis-

‘agreement) with statements. Consensus was defined as a

‘supermajority vote (267%). Folowing each survey round,
2 | THE PROCESS the draft consensus_statements were revised by the

Steering Comitiee. Two large expert panel and Steering
To achieve the broadest possible consensus and input  Commitiee meetings were held folowing R2 and R 10
from key stakeholders in this nomencature revison, a  permit group discussion of issues raised from the survey
2.year, mulistep moified Delphi process was undertaken.  data. The overall response rale was high, ranging from
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